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G r a c e  a n d  P e a c e  t o  y o u  f r o m  G o d  o u r  F a t h e r  a n d  t h e  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,

Blessings,
Pastor Tim

                 The month of May is one filled with many Holy Days and Holidays. We have Memorial
Day, Mother’s Day, May Day, Cinco De Mayo, Star Wars Day, and many others. Of course, an
often overlooked one is St. Matthias Day on May 14th. Matthias is, of course, one of the 12
apostles. Not the original ones, but the first replacement. Now, I find him very interesting for
exactly that reason. The mission of Christ is so important that it goes beyond the first
generation of disciples. When Judas betrays them and Christ, they do not give up or even
“retire his number” so to speak. They realize that the mission must continue and so they
replace him. They don’t just do this on their own of course, but they do their best to make
wise decisions by choosing two replacements, Joseph and Matthias, and then casting lots to
let the Holy Spirit decide which of these two are destined to replace Judas. 
                 
Although the Bible leaves the story of Matthias there with his being chosen as one of the 12,
other texts record that Matthias first preaches in Judea. From there, tradition has Matthias
going to Ethiopia where he preaches until he is crucified there. Although relatively little is
known about Matthias, various traditions have him preaching in other places. What is known
about Matthias is that he faithfully carries on the ministry given to him. He is interesting for
exactly the reason that he apparently is not actually that interesting. He is a faithful worker in
Christ’s kingdom, and although he is the first replacement, the church will continue to need
people like him to step up and lead the church in their day and age. Many of them will not be
recorded in the Bible, and their deeds though very impactful to those around them will go
unknown to greater church history. (But are remembered by God). Just today Tim was
cleaning up an old file-cabinet and found church records from the early 90’s. They had
ministries that I didn’t know about and many of us probably don’t remember, yet they built
and sustained the church throughout the years. So, in this way he is a patron saint to all of us
who have gotten ministries from others and then faithfully carry them on and help them to
thrive and grow. Although we don’t have just 12 disciples anymore, the church is made up of
people willing to step up and take on those ministries of the church in our day and age. God is
calling us to be Matthias stepping up to committees, ministries and carrying for one another
in our day and age. 
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The Corn Carnival will be here before we
know it and planning is well under way!  
We'll be having the sign up at church
again as well as the online signup (both
coming soon).  We are so thankful for
everyone who helps make the Corn
Carnival a success each year!!  We
couldn't do it without so many volunteers
and appreciate everyone's help so much!  
One note when signing up for a shift as a
server:  Youth should be 10 or older.  If
under age 10, they must be signed up
with a parent and please fill in only one
spot on the sign up.  If the child is older
than 10 but the child is nervous or they
haven't worked the stand before, it is
always suggested to sign up with a parent
for that first time working the stand.  We
appreciate the help of the youth so much
each year!  It's great to see those smiling
faces excited to help!  Reach out to
anyone on the Corn Carnival Committee if
you have any questions.  This year's Corn
Carnival is Aug 12-13-14.  Hope to see
you in the stand!

Thank you to everyone who helped service coffee and
cookies during this past school year!  We will be pausing
coffee and cookies during the summer months and will
resume when Sunday school begins again in the Fall.  
We would love to add some new faces to those that
help serve so we'd love for you to consider helping in
the Fall.  Amy Sluis will post the sign up as we get closer
to September.

Do you always think, “Why is it the youth who get to go on
trips?” This year we are going to have a Couple’s Boundary
Water’s trip! It will be part marriage enrichment and part
boundary waters experience. 

We will leave July 29th and go up north, spend a night in a
hotel with some marriage enrichment and then separate into
two gendered parallel trips into the Boundary Waters from
the 30th to August 2nd. 

We will have devotions and time to grow as men and women
in Christ that will help us grow in faith and marriage.
Remember, “Though one may be overpowered, two can
defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly
broken.” Ecclesiastes 4:12 Please ask Pastor Tim for full
information and to sign up.

BWCA Trip for Adults
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We are looking for a new part-time custodian. 
If you know of someone, please recommend them
or talk to Pastor Tim. The job description and
applications are in the Narthex and on the website,
https://www.elchome.net/employment-1

We have a sign up for special music during the summer,
if you are interested please sign up here.

Special Music for the Summer

Continued

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1sPK59a_3wHPi4hvXio0mEcWOGFKmN5D7RYIcOpOMy1k/edit


YOUTH & FAMILY COORDINATOR:  ABBEY PRUDHOMME  |  PHONE:  763.213.3029

 EMAIL:  ABBEY.JEAN.NELSON@GMAIL.COM
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Upcoming Events

click on the calendar icon below to see the church calendar,

here you’ll be able to save the event that you want.

all ages sunday school / sheep shack (ages 3-6th Gr.) youth / confirmation (7-12th Gr.)

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR VBS

Abbey is looking for adults to lead small
groups, games and crafts for VBS June 3-5
from 9 am to 12 pm. She is also looking for
youth volunteers as well. If you would like to
volunteer, please contact Abbey.

VOLUNTEER PIANO ACCOMPANIST NEEDED

Abbey is looking for volunteers to accompany
our Cherub Choir on the piano in Sept. 2024 to
May 2025. If you would like to volunteer,
please contact Abbey.
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june

3-5:  vacation bible school

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=2fp5tei6eahvt764m36t7k5dro%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago


YOUTH & FAMILY COORDINATOR:  ABBEY PRUDHOMME  |  PHONE:  763.213.3029

 EMAIL:  ABBEY.JEAN.NELSON@GMAIL.COM
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Upcoming Events

click on the calendar icon below to see the church calendar,

here you’ll be able to save the event that you want.

all ages sunday school / sheep shack (ages 3-6th Gr.)

may

5:  cherub choir performs

12:  sundae sunday/last day of

sunday school

youth / confirmation (7-12th Gr.)

cherub choir performs

On May 5th the Cherub
choir will be performing with

the Chancel choir in our All
Choir Concert: Light of the

World.

sundae sunday

May 12th marks the last day of
Sunday school and to celebrate the
end of year, the kids get a delicious
treat!
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Upcoming Events

click on the calendar icon below to see the church calendar,

here you’ll be able to save the event that you want.

all ages sunday school / sheep shack (ages 3-6th Gr.)

may

5:  jr. & sr. high bible study

19:  senior sunday / breakfast to

support our new orleans youth

youth / confirmation (7-12th Gr.)

bible study

First Sunday of the Month: JR & SR High Bible
Study, on May 5th at 9:15 a.m. in the Chapel after
Cherub Choir.

SENIOR SUNDAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST/NEW

ORLEANS FINAL FUNDRAISER BREAKFAST 

@ 8:45 AM - 9:45 AM

On Sunday, May 19th we will be having our final
New Orleans fundraiser breakfast and talking with
our graduating Seniors about their future plans.
During service our seniors will receive their quilt
and bible.
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5/1 - 3:30 PM Sheep Shack Bunch going to DQ

5/4 - 2 PM Eric Raisler & Nathan Wilson Recital

5/5 - 9:15 AM Jr. & Sr. High Bible Study

5/5 - 10 AM Spring All Choir Concert:  Light of the World

5/8 - 6:30 PM Confirmation Finals

5/12 - 9 AM Sundae Sunday

5/12 - 10 AM Easter 7, Mother’s Day, Ellis Dobbs’ Baptism

5/18 - 9 AM Girls of Grace meets

5/19 - 8:45 AM Pancake Breakfast w/ Our Graduating Seniors

5/19 - 10 AM Senior (Graduating) Sunday

5/19 - 11 AM Day of Pentecost, Parsonage Task Force

5/21 - 2 PM The Book Club meets

5/26 - 9 AM
Holy Trinity Sunday
*Don’t Be Late - Service Time Change*

UPCOMING EVENTS
at Church

click on the calendar icon to see the church calendar,

for our daily schedule and/or upcoming events. 

here you will be able to save the event you want.
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PRAISE THE LORD
YOU MADE IT TO THE BACK PAGE!!

WE HAVE 162 SUBSCRIBERS!

WE HAVE 402 FACEBOOK FOLLOWERS!

WWW.ELCHOME.NET  |  PHONE:  320.286.5964  |  EMAIL:  JENNY.DENNIS.ELC@GMAIL.COM

Copyright Evangelical Lutheran Church Cokato, 283 3rd SE, Cokato MN 55321. All rights reserved.

THANKS TO ALL WHO FOLLOW, LIKE,

SHARE, SUBSCRIBE AND WATCH!

WE APPRECIATE IT!

Follow Us!
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General Offering $70,332 ($77,332 is needed quarterly to meet our general operating budget).

Special donations in the first quarter:
Outreach $224, Global Missions $169, Building & Improvements $909,
Worship & Music $500, World Hunger $300 and the Youth $1818.

QUARTERLY UPDATE for JAN.-MAR. 2024

Join us Sunday, May 5, 2024 at 10 a.m.
for our All Choir Concert. 

Click on the image 
to watch the livestream 

on Sunday!

http://www.youtube.com/@evangelicallutheranchurch
https://www.facebook.com/CokatoEvangelicalLutheranChurch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCh7uUZ6SOE
http://www.elchome.net/

